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ISAF Youth Sailing World Championship  
Agreements for the Supply of Equipment 

 
A submission from Yachting Australia 

Proposal: 
1. As has previously been the case, ISAF should assume responsibility for the 

commercial agreements with manufacturers for the supply of equipment to the 
ISAF Youth Sailing World Championship (the “Championship”).  

2. ISAF should enter appropriate commercial agreements with manufacturers for the 
supply of equipment to the Championship to ensure that:  
a)  the same equipment is used in each event at the Championship for a minimum      
  period of 4 years and  
b) the equipment to be used in each event is known a minimum of 4 years before 

the Championship concerned. 
3. ISAF should renegotiate appropriate commercial agreements with manufacturers 

annually, calling for expressions of interest and either:  
a) extending the agreements for the same equipment for an event for a further 

year or 
b) changing to a different piece of equipment (ensuring a minimum of 4 years 

notice for such a change). 
 
Current Position:  
ISAF Regulation 17 requires that the:  

equipment for the ISAF Youth Sailing World Championship be nominated by the 
MNA seeking to host the Championship in the bid submitted 5 years before the 
year of the Championship (17.4.6(a)) 
venue is to be decided by ISAF 4 years prior to the event (17.4.6(b) and 17.4.8) 
equipment to be used for each event is to be decided by ISAF 3 years before the 
Championship (17.4.6(c)) 

Each year host MNAs experience difficulties and delays in establishing commercial 
agreements for the supply of equipment.  As a result ISAF Regulations in respect of 
the bid process often cannot be met.   
Contrary to Regulation 17.4.6(c), the equipment for the Championship is in practice 
not decided by ISAF. The host MNA nominates the equipment to be provided for the 
different events from the list in Regulation 17.4.10.  The host MNA makes the choice 
of equipment and this is simply endorsed by ISAF.  
Changes in the equipment used from one year to the next are reflected in the 
following table.  
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Year Two Handed Dinghy  Single Handed Dinghy (Girls)   
2007 29er  Laser Radial 
2006  420  Laser Radial 
2005 420  Laser Radial 
2004 420  Laser Radial 
2003 420  Laser Radial 
2002 29er  Byte 
2001 420  Laser Radial 
2000  420    Byte 
 

Reasons: 
1. Many MNAs have determined the preferred equipment for their own youth 

programs based on the equipment normally supplied for the different events at 
the Championship. This is reflected in a significant investment in equipment for 
MNAs and the parents of youth sailors. Frequent, short-term changes in 
equipment can result in significant issues for MNA youth programs and over the 
selection of youth athletes for the Championship. 

2. MNAs operating on lower budgets generally find it more difficult to support their 
sailors competing in the Championship when the equipment changes frequently, 
forcing the purchase of boats that are often not sailed in their country.  

3. Knowledge of the equipment to be used in each event at the Championship a 
minimum of 4 years in advance gives MNAs, the sailors and their parents the 
opportunity to secure the equipment and financial resources to effectively support 
the development of their youth sailors. 

4. Only ISAF is in a position to negotiate long-term contracts for the supply of 
equipment to the Championship. ISAF can provide a series of benefits to the 
manufacturers concerned in addition to those directly associated with the 
Championship. The host MNAs cannot provide such benefits.  

5. The negotiations for the supply of equipment for each event are onerous for many 
MNAs. Often, due to market demand, there is only one option available for the 
equipment for a particular event. This leads directly to the regular changes in the 
equipment used.  This issue will lead to a reduction in the number of countries 
prepared to bid for the Championship.  

6. The proposed arrangement, which was the position for many years, removes the 
responsibility for the provision of equipment from the hosts and provides clear 
direction to MNAs in the planning of their youth programs. 


